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 A WORD FROM THE: BIG MAN

President Charlie O’Malley 887-5485 crlbo@cox.net

Vice President Paul Vegas 985-796-0443 lostvegas1150@yahoo.com

Secretary Jackie Graff 833-0690 mmag3@cox.net

Treasurer Debbie Randolph 367-7306 erandolph6@cox.net

Newsletter Editor Adam Graff 833-0690 agraff3@cox.net

Website Administrator John Petty 394-1040 jepetty@acadiacom.net

August, 2003 President’s Message

The fall picnic date has been set for September 14th and it will be at the Blue
Moon Farm in Covington, LA. I would like to thank Victor and Judy Labat for their
hospitality. For those of you that have not attended a picnic at the Blue Moon Farm
you are missing an opportunity to see a really nice facility and a good time. So
please make plans to attend the Gulf South picnic Sunday, September 14th. Maps to
the farm will be included in this newsletter.

Our website administrator is looking for photos of events of interest to club
members, so if you have any photos of past parties, picnics or rides please forward
them to John Petty.

I hope everyone is still doing some riding despite the heat and rain we have
been having. Early morning rides are cooler and the chance of rain is less likely so
please get out there and ride safely.

Please ride often and ride safe!

                 Charlie
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THE NEWSLETTER WILL RUN ADS FOR THREE (3)  CONSECUTIVE MONTHS ONLY—ADS
MAY BE RE-SUBMITTED AFTER THE THREE (3) MONTH LIMIT—FORWARD ALL ADS TO

ADAM GRAFF-504-833-0690—AGRAFF3@COX.NET

For Sale—This spot has been reserved especially for YOU—yes
YOU.

For Sale—CORBIN SEAT R1150RT AND R1150RT, Front and Rear Seat with Removable Back-
rest, Brand new in original packing , New cost = $718.00 plus tax and shipping yours for $400.00 .
Contact Richard 504-616-5119 , rmason@hanger.com (7/03)

For Sale—2001 GS1150, mandarin orange, ABS, heated handgrips, plus other accessories. The bike
has 1,000 miles and has been recently serviced at Hebert's. The bike is in showroom condition. Ask-
ing 12,750 or best offer. Please call Ted Gillman at 504-456-9336 or leave word at his office 504-
834-0072. (7/03)

 For Sale—1999  F650—red, 2700 miles, stock windshield, excellent shape- Asking $5100—   con-
tact Skip—780-9568—cell-669-4919  (7/03)

FOR SALE

LAW OFFICES OF JIM BATES
NOTARY

3236 METAIRIE ROAD
METAIRIE, LA 70001

PHONE AND FAX;  504-833-5998
E-MAIL: bateslawoffice@cox.net

I have represented individuals in the general practice of law for over 30 years, and would
appreciate the opportunity to help you with your legal affairs.  A substantial discount will be

given to members of the Gulf South BMW Club.
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Up-Coming Events

August 26th -29th—Curved Cowboy Reunion in Gatlinburg.—This event already has over 500
registraints.
Sunday Sept. 14th—Gulf South Club Picnic- See page 7 of this issue for more information and a
map.
Sept. 19th-21st.—Super Bike Races at Barber’s Raceway in Birmingham, AL.

Oct. 2nd-5th—BMWRA Rally— This rally will be held at the Barber Raceway in Birmingham.
More info as the date gets nearer. The CLASS course will be offered.

October 6th Track Day School— Organized by the Texas BMW Sports Riders in the Dallas area.
Anyone interested, contact Barry Gibbs at barry@I-bmw.com.                                   It will be held at the Motorsport Ranch
but conducted by the Lone Star Track Days. www.lonestartrackdays.com                                            

Oct.18th— Octoberfest Block Party —Hebert’s BMW-Harley Davidson of Baton Rouge and Uni-
versity Scooters will host  this event from 10am till 2pm at Hebert’s in Baton Rouge.

Oct. 23rd—25th—Steel Pony Rally.  This year’s rally will be at the UNO arena.  There will be vari-
ous day rides.  Give Rick Borja a call for more details.

Alden suggested a club ride/campout/canoe trip to Okatoma in September.  A show of hands indi-
cated interest and Alden will get back with more information.

Members present at the meeting held on August 6, 2003

Karen Accord, Roy Accord, Michael Beebe, Alden Bienvenu,
 Mike Borchers,  Rick Borja, David Cantin, Bruce Conlay, Bob Froboese,

   David Fontenot, Anne Friloux, Jackie Graff, Adam Graff, Lyle Grimes, Eric Lowe,
Wayne Lyons, Jannie Markey,  Jim Markey, Linda O’Malley, Charlie O’Malley

John Petty, Debra Randolph, Randy Randolph, Paul Vegas

Guests present:
Beverly Taurman, Floyd Friloux, “Doc” Clay

Heather and Michele Petty
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Minutes for Gulf South BMW Club Meeting
August 6, 2003

Charlie O’Malley opened the meeting at 7:250 pm.  Paul Vegas introduced our guests.
Old Business:

· Our picnic this year will be on September 14th at Victor Labat’s home, The Blue Moon Farm, in
Folsom.  It will begin at around noon.  We will have hamburgers, hot dogs and grilled chicken
breasts.  EVERYONE is asked to bring something to add to the menu…desserts, appetizers, and
side dishes….potato salad, cole slaw, beans, etc.  Bob Frobese will assist Charlie with the picnic
needs, as will Jannie Markey.

· Rick Borja was requested to order 100 club patches.  The price of these will be apx. $2.65 each.
We traditionally give 2 patches to each new member and will continue to sell patches to established
members for $3.00 each.  The order will take about 2 weeks.

New Business:  Charlie reported on a new bike dealer, Motoeuro at 3201 Transcontinental.  He was in-
vited to the meeting, but didn’t make it.

Treasurer’s Report:  Balance is $1043.91
R.A. Report:  No news.  Rally still on for October 2nd thru 5th .

MOA Ambassador’s Report:  Lyle reported on the rally in West Virginia.  There was distress over the
distance between the camping area and the central rally area.  It was too far to walk and at first there was
shuttle transportation only at nite.  Additionally, there was no place to park your bike at the central rally
area.  With a lot of rain during the rally, this made for less than optimum conditions.  There was a positive
report on the University accommodations.  It was well handled and there was a lot of food available.  Next
year the rally will be in Spokane, Washington at a centrally located park…….located centrally between 2
rail switching yards.
Newsletter Editor Report:  No news.
Web Site Report:  John indicated that he gets about 260 to 580 hits/week on the web site.  He wants pic-
tures of any club activities to put on the site.  Either send him digital photos or loan him your snapshots so
he can scan them.
Dealer’s Report:  Octoberfest on the 18th complete with bratwurst and sauerkraut and lots of BMW bikes.
All ‘03’s and ‘04’s…BMW will pay the first 5 pmts.  This offer has been extended until August 31.  The
shop is not booked, so if you need service, now is the time to get it done.
Reports on Rides or Rallys:

New Rides/Rallys:  August 26-29, Curved Cowboy Reunion in Gatlinburg.  They already have over
500 registrants.

· BMW Picnic, September 14 at Victor Labat’s home in Folsom.  BRING a DISH…dessert, appe-
tizer, or side dish!!!  Don’t come empty handed!!!

· RA Rally October 2 - 5 Barber Raceway in Birmingham, AL.  Class course will be offered.
· September 19-21st..Super Bike race at Barber’s Raceway.

October 6th Track Day School Organized by the Texas BMW Sports Riders in the Dallas area.  Any-
one interested, contact Barry Gibbs at barry@I-bmw.com                              · .   It will be held at the Motorsport Ranch but
conducted by the Lone Star Track Days. (www.lonestartrackdays.com                                            

· October 18th, Hebert’s Cycles, Harley Davidson of B.R., and University Scooters will host an Octo-
berfest Block Party from 10:00 to 2:00.

· October 23-25, Steel Pony rally.  It will be at UNO Area.  There will various day rides.  See Rick
Borja for details.
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Going to California
by Randy Randolph

We loaded the two new F650 GS Dakar motorcycles into the garage area of the also new
Thor Wanderer fifth wheel camper and headed west.  This was a trip of firsts, the first long trip
with the camper, first trip with the dogs and the first time trailering motorcycles.  I know, trailers
are for horses, not motorcycles.

Buying the camper was an easy decision.  Many work related injuries and wearing a 25
pound plus gun belt for too many years has resulted in serious back problems for both Debra
and me.  Sleeping in a tent, even on state of the art mattresses has of late proved uncomfortable
and all too frequently painful.  Long days on the bike resulted in consuming ibuprofen like candy.
We’ll still take short trips to regional rallies and such on the bikes.  However, long extended vaca-
tions will be with the camper.

The first problem we encountered was that I am not yet very adept at backing up a 33 foot
long house.  We pulled into a truck stop that did not allow RV’s to fuel at the “truck” diesel
pumps.  We had to use the auto diesel pump.  “Remember, you have to make wide turns.”
These words came back from my first and only lesson in towing the camper.  I turned wide, but
not wide enough as there were cars at the fuel island.  If I would have kept moving forward, I
would have rolled over a car and hit the pumps.  I learned to back up.  Again the lesson came
back, “don’t watch the camper; watch the wheels.”  Hey, it worked!  Got the fuel in, dogs walked,
made pit stop, got a drink from the fridge and back on the road.  Simple.

We stayed the first night at the KOA in Caddo Mills, TX.  It was a very nice place, but no
store at the campground.  After setup, Debra drove in to town for provisions.  We were back on
the road by 7:00am.

We were in Tucumcari, NM that night.  All day we’ve played with speeds and mileage.  I
had read that slowing down increased mileage.  Not so with this rig.  Speeds between 65 and 70
mph resulted in the best fuel consumption.  We averaged between 10 to 12 miles per gallon.  Not
bad considering we were towing a camper that weighs in at 12,000 pounds loaded.

The next day I made my usual stop at Clines Corner, NM for a pit stop, lunch and fuel.  I
just love  this place it is full of Southwestern art and as Adam would say, “cowboy crap.”   Driving
through Albuquerque, we saw how the city or state made the interstate ramps look pleasing.
They painted the concrete tan and turquoise.  We saw the same theme coming home through
Santa Fe.

On to Arizona.  Once past Albuquerque the desert vistas were breathtaking.  We made a
fuel stop in Williams, AZ just south of the Grand Canyon.  As we left, it began raining.  No stop-
ping to put rain gear on, we were in the truck!  Another KOA in Kingman, AZ.

 It was hot, so hot that the A/C in the camper froze as we tried to cool down.  We fixed the
problem by resetting the thermostat to a higher temp.

We were off again before 7:00am.  This was a rather short day to Visalia, CA.  To get
there, however, we had to drive through the California Desert.  This was not a pretty desert as in
New Mexico and Arizona.  This was like driving on Mars.  Some areas had no vegetation whatso-
ever.  As we left the desert and entered the San Joaquin Valley  I thought the temperatures
would begin to cool.  No such luck.  We reached Visalia at about 2:30pm.  It was 110 degrees
when we arrived.  The temperature in the camper did not reach 75 until after 10:00pm.  The out-
side was still over 100 degrees.  ( continued on page 6 )
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( continued from page 5 )

 The next day we crossed the San Mateo Bridge over San Francisco Harbor at about
11:30am.  We arrived at The San Francisco RV Resort in Pacifica about 45 minutes later.  What a dif-
ference a day makes.  At noon the temperature was 75 degrees!  The resort is off Highway 1 on the
Pacific Ocean about 15 miles south of San Francisco.  The drive here was beautiful through moun-
tains and farmland.

The next three days were spent mostly at the MVPA Convention.  There were amazing dis-
plays of military vehicles from the days of horse and mule drawn wagons to today’s vehicles.  The
MVPA, a worldwide association always welcomes Debra and me as representatives of the National
D-Day Museum.

On Friday, we left early to visit BMW of San Francisco.  This is a car as well as motorcycle
dealership.  The motorcycle section is totally removed from the cars in a separate building.  Appar-
ently, they have no problem with BMW NA supplying them with bikes as they had every bike BMW
manufactures in stock.  They also had a very good stock of used bikes as well as parts and acces-
sories. The building is set on a hill and the parts/accessories are on the first floor, the bikes on the
second.  The front of the building entrance is street level downstairs and the rear is street level up-
stairs.   They did not have much in the way of aftermarket goodies and were completely out of fran-
chise t-shirts.  By the way, they are also a Mini Cooper dealership.  Directly across the street is the
Harley Davidson dealer.  It was another very impressive place.  Lots of bikes and lots of gear.  There
is a sign as you are leaving the parking lot admonishing riders to leave quietly as not to disturb neigh-
bors.

We returned to the resort, geared up and took off on the Dakars, headed South on Highway 1.
After about five miles, the highway was a two lane macadam road and entered mountains along the
coast.  Unfortunately, this lasted for only about ten miles.  The road again was a four lane with many
traffic lights and it was very congested.  We rode for about forty miles, hoping that it would improve.
This was not to be, so we turned around and headed for the resort.  We changed and returned to the
Convention where the MVPA had arranged for a meal to be served in the Sailor’s Mess on the
hanger deck of the USS Hornet.

The meal was pretty good.  A scoop of meatloaf, a scoop of potatoes, a scoop of mixed veg-
etables, a scoop of gravy, a scoop of salad, bread and a brownie.  There was however, a cash bar.
Good beer.  After the meal there was a charity auction.  We brought with us a framed D-Day Museum
poster that brought in $100.00.  For a change, I bought nothing at the auction.  I had no more money.
We had a field day with the vendors at the convention.  Good thing we have a large camper.

There was a banquet the next night, again on the Hornet.  The food was good, the wine was
better and the big band was great.  The Hornet Museum was open for us to walk around.  They have
painted Neil Armstrong’s  footprints from the helicopter to the quarantine trailer on the hanger deck.
All of the ship’s battle stars are displayed as well as many of the planes that have been part of the air
wing since she was commissioned.  The gift shop was open and I was able to buy a set of WWII en-
listed blues for $20.00.

Next year the convention will be at the USS Alabama in Mobile.
Along the route we took to reach Alameda, I checked posted prices of motel rooms.  We spent about
a quarter of what we would have if we had stayed in motels.  The fuel cost was a bit higher.  We did
not have to board the dogs and that was a saving of about $250.00.  We fixed most of our own meals
and that was a huge savings as much as I eat.  All I need to do now is learn how to make ice cream
and I’ll save more next trip.
Tune in to next months issue boys and girls for the exciting conclusion of Going to California.  ( ed. )

Next month, Durango and Trail Riding.
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   PICNIC !!!—-PICNIC !!!—-PICNIC !!!

The club picnic will be on Sunday September 14th, starting at noon.  And as in
the past two years Victor and Judy Labat have kindly agreed to allow us to use

their property near Folsom, Blue Moon Farm.
The Club will provide soft drinks, munchies, hamburgers and grilled chicken

breasts.
Please bring a dish, either a side dish ( beans, potato salad, you know the kind

of stuff you like to eat at a picnic ) or a dessert.
The map below should help you find your way.

Hope to see you there!!!
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Gulf South BMW Owners Club, Inc.
C/O Adam Graff—Newsletter Editor
846 Helios Ave. , Metairie, LA 70005

(504)-833-0690 agraff3@cox.net
BMWMOA Charter # 161

BMWRA Charter # 90
AMA Charter # 6130

Our next meeting will be held on

September 3, 2003 at the
Piccadilly Cafeteria in Kenner .

The Want-Ads Section is free for any club member to advertise items for sale or items
wanted.

Please forward all ads. to Adam Graff—504-833-0690—agraff3@cox.net—846 Helios Ave.,
Metairie, LA, 70005.   These ads. are not meant to include items bought for resale.  Paid

INSIDE THIS ISSUE or where to find what ?

The President’s Message Page 1
Want Ads. Page 2
Up-coming Events Page 3
Minutes from the August 6th Meeting Page 4
Going to California —Part 1—by Randy Randolph Page 5
Club Picnic Information and Map Page 7


